Ruth and Naowi

Aman called Elimelech lived in Bethlehem in
Judah with his wife and two sons. His wife's
name was Naomi. When his sons were young,
a severe famine came to the land so
Elimelech decided to move his family to the
country of Moab where there would be more
food to feed his family. Elimelech and his
family believed in God and lived in Bethlehem
with others who believed too. The people of

Moab had their own gods they worshipped.

A few years later, Elimelech died leaving
Naomi with her fwo sons. Both sons ended up
marrying Moabite women and they all lived
happlly together for the next ten years.

However, disaster struck when both sons died.
Now Naomi was left only with her two
daughters-in-law (who were called Orpah and
Ruth). Naomi was devastated. She was too
old to marry again and have more children so
she decided fo leave Moab and go back to
Bethlehem. The three women started packing
up their belongings. Before long, they were
ready to leave and they set off on the long
journey back to Bethlehem.

After a little while on the road, Naomi stopped
and told Orpah and Ruth that they should go
back to Moab. “There is no reason for you to
stay with me,” she said. “l am old and can give
you no more sons to marry. Go back home
and live with your mothers. | have nothing else
| can give you.” They all cried at the sadness
of their situation. Orpah gave her mother-in-
law a long hug, then turned around and
headed back to Moab. Ruth also hugged
Naomi but didn't let go.

“Look,” said Naomi to Ruth. “Your sister-in-law is
leaving to live with her own people and worship
her own gods. Go with her.” But Ruth would not
go. Instead she said, I will not leave you. Where
you go, | will go, and where you live, | will live.
Your people will be my people and your God will
be my God. Where you die, | will also die and be
buried. | swear by almighty God that only death
will be able to separate me from you.”

When Naomi realised that Ruth would not be
dissuaded, they journeyed the rest of the way to
Bethlehem together. When they arrived, the whole
village was excited. “Can that be Naomi?” they
asked. “How wonderful that she has come home!"

Because Naomi and Ruth had no husbands to
take care of them, they had to eamn their own
living. It was harvest season so Ruth decided she
would go to the fields and glean the grain that was
left on the ground after the men had harvested the
crops. She worked hard in the field all day long,
without even taking a break. She wanted fo make
sure that there was enough grain to keep Naomi
fed and well.

The owner of the field noticed Ruth working in the
field. “Who is that woman?” he asked one of his
workers. “She is Ruth, the Moabite woman who
came back with Naomi,” he answered. It just so

happened that the owner of the field (who was
called Boaz) was a relative of Naomi’s husband
Elimelech. He decided to go and talk to Ruth.
“From now on, stay in my field,” he said. “Stay
close to the other women who will be friendly to
you. Don't worry about being harassed by any of
the workers because | will tell them to leave you
alone. And whenever you get thirsty, go and drink
from the water buckets the servants have filled.”

Ruth was overwhelmed by the man’s kindness
and bowed down at his feet. “Why do you treat
me so well when | am a foreigner here? You don’t
even know me.” “| have heard how you treated
Naomi and the kindness you showed her. | heard
about how you left your home and your own
family to follow her so she wouldn't be lonely after
the death of her husband and sons. God will
reward you for such kindness and so will |.” Ruth
couldn't believe Boaz would be so generous but
to prove he meant it, he prepared a meal for her
and made sure she ate well.

When Ruth told Naomi what had happened
she was overjoyed. °I thought God had
forgotten us but he hasn't! Now you'll be safe
working in the fields and we will have food to
eat.” Ruth continued working in the field until
the harvest was over. Boaz continued to freat
her kindly, even ordering the workers to drop
more barley so there would be more for her o
pick up.

Eventually Ruth and Boaz were married.
Naomi was thrilled that Ruth could marry a
relative of her husband’s. She felt that God
had truly blessed them all, especially once

Ruth and Boaz had a son! The women of the
town said to Naomi, “God be praised! He
didn’t leave you without family to carry on your
life. May this baby grow up to be famous in
Israel! And as for your daughter-in-law, she is
more special than seven sons!”
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Parables

(A The Rich Fool

Jesus was talking to a big crowd of people. Someone shouted out,
“Teacher, tell my brother to give me my fair share of the family
inheritance.”

Jesus answered, “What makes yvou think I will be a judge or mediator
tor you?” He turned to the rest of the crowd and said, “Take care!
Protect vourself against the least bit of greed.” Then he told them this
parable:

A certain rich man had lots of land that produced masses of crops. He
said to himself, T have so many crops that they will not all fit in my barn.
I know! I'll build a new and bigger barn. I'll keep all my grain and goods
and then I'll be able to sit back and retire knowing I e ceadl
am a rich man. I'll enjoy myself and all my riches.’ -
Just then, God spoke to him and said, ‘You fool!
Tonight you will die and your barn full of goods -
who gets 1it?” That is what happens when you fill
your barm with goods instead of with God.

\

The Wise and Foolish Builders

. Jesus was teaching a group of people
about how God wants them to live
their lives. He taught them many
things. “Whoever hears my teachings
and puts them into practice,” he said,
“1s like a wise builder who builds his
house on a foundation of solid rock.
When the fierce rain falls and the water
levels rise, the house will stand firmly
on the rock and not be washed away.

However, those people who hear my teachings but do not act on

them are like a foolish builder who builds his house on sand.

When the rains come and the water rises, the house will be

washed away and be destroyed by the storm.” When Jesus

finished speaking, the crowd were amazed. He taught them like
someone of authority and not like the teachers of the law.







