Ruth and Naowi

Aman called Elimelech lived in Bethlehem in
Judah with his wife and two sons. His wife's
name was Naomi. When his sons were young,
a severe famine came to the land so
Elimelech decided to move his family to the
country of Moab where there would be more
food to feed his family. Elimelech and his
family believed in God and lived in Bethlehem
with others who believed too. The people of

Moab had their own gods they worshipped.

A few years later, Elimelech died leaving
Naomi with her fwo sons. Both sons ended up
marrying Moabite women and they all lived
happlly together for the next ten years.

However, disaster struck when both sons died.
Now Naomi was left only with her two
daughters-in-law (who were called Orpah and
Ruth). Naomi was devastated. She was too
old to marry again and have more children so
she decided fo leave Moab and go back to
Bethlehem. The three women started packing
up their belongings. Before long, they were
ready to leave and they set off on the long
journey back to Bethlehem.

After a little while on the road, Naomi stopped
and told Orpah and Ruth that they should go
back to Moab. “There is no reason for you to
stay with me,” she said. “l am old and can give
you no more sons to marry. Go back home
and live with your mothers. | have nothing else
| can give you.” They all cried at the sadness
of their situation. Orpah gave her mother-in-
law a long hug, then turned around and
headed back to Moab. Ruth also hugged
Naomi but didn't let go.

“Look,” said Naomi to Ruth. “Your sister-in-law is
leaving to live with her own people and worship
her own gods. Go with her.” But Ruth would not
go. Instead she said, I will not leave you. Where
you go, | will go, and where you live, | will live.
Your people will be my people and your God will
be my God. Where you die, | will also die and be
buried. | swear by almighty God that only death
will be able to separate me from you.”

When Naomi realised that Ruth would not be
dissuaded, they journeyed the rest of the way to
Bethlehem together. When they arrived, the whole
village was excited. “Can that be Naomi?” they
asked. “How wonderful that she has come home!"

Because Naomi and Ruth had no husbands to
take care of them, they had to eamn their own
living. It was harvest season so Ruth decided she
would go to the fields and glean the grain that was
left on the ground after the men had harvested the
crops. She worked hard in the field all day long,
without even taking a break. She wanted fo make
sure that there was enough grain to keep Naomi
fed and well.

The owner of the field noticed Ruth working in the
field. “Who is that woman?” he asked one of his
workers. “She is Ruth, the Moabite woman who
came back with Naomi,” he answered. It just so

happened that the owner of the field (who was
called Boaz) was a relative of Naomi’s husband
Elimelech. He decided to go and talk to Ruth.
“From now on, stay in my field,” he said. “Stay
close to the other women who will be friendly to
you. Don't worry about being harassed by any of
the workers because | will tell them to leave you
alone. And whenever you get thirsty, go and drink
from the water buckets the servants have filled.”

Ruth was overwhelmed by the man’s kindness
and bowed down at his feet. “Why do you treat
me so well when | am a foreigner here? You don’t
even know me.” “| have heard how you treated
Naomi and the kindness you showed her. | heard
about how you left your home and your own
family to follow her so she wouldn't be lonely after
the death of her husband and sons. God will
reward you for such kindness and so will |.” Ruth
couldn't believe Boaz would be so generous but
to prove he meant it, he prepared a meal for her
and made sure she ate well.

When Ruth told Naomi what had happened
she was overjoyed. °I thought God had
forgotten us but he hasn't! Now you'll be safe
working in the fields and we will have food to
eat.” Ruth continued working in the field until
the harvest was over. Boaz continued to freat
her kindly, even ordering the workers to drop
more barley so there would be more for her o
pick up.

Eventually Ruth and Boaz were married.
Naomi was thrilled that Ruth could marry a
relative of her husband’s. She felt that God
had truly blessed them all, especially once

Ruth and Boaz had a son! The women of the
town said to Naomi, “God be praised! He
didn’t leave you without family to carry on your
life. May this baby grow up to be famous in
Israel! And as for your daughter-in-law, she is
more special than seven sons!”
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Parables

(A The Rich Fool

Jesus was talking to a big crowd of people. Someone shouted out,
“Teacher, tell my brother to give me my fair share of the family
inheritance.”

Jesus answered, “What makes yvou think I will be a judge or mediator
tor you?” He turned to the rest of the crowd and said, “Take care!
Protect vourself against the least bit of greed.” Then he told them this
parable:

A certain rich man had lots of land that produced masses of crops. He
said to himself, T have so many crops that they will not all fit in my barn.
I know! I'll build a new and bigger barn. I'll keep all my grain and goods
and then I'll be able to sit back and retire knowing I e ceadl
am a rich man. I'll enjoy myself and all my riches.’ -
Just then, God spoke to him and said, ‘You fool!
Tonight you will die and your barn full of goods -
who gets 1it?” That is what happens when you fill
your barm with goods instead of with God.

\

The Wise and Foolish Builders

. Jesus was teaching a group of people
about how God wants them to live
their lives. He taught them many
things. “Whoever hears my teachings
and puts them into practice,” he said,
“1s like a wise builder who builds his
house on a foundation of solid rock.
When the fierce rain falls and the water
levels rise, the house will stand firmly
on the rock and not be washed away.

However, those people who hear my teachings but do not act on

them are like a foolish builder who builds his house on sand.

When the rains come and the water rises, the house will be

washed away and be destroyed by the storm.” When Jesus

finished speaking, the crowd were amazed. He taught them like
someone of authority and not like the teachers of the law.




. The Good Samaritan

An expert in the law asked Jesus a question to see how he would
answer. He knew that the scriptures said that to have eternal life you
had to love God with all your heart and soul, and that you also have to
love your neighbour as you love yourself. “But who 15 my neighbour?”
the expert asked Jesus. Jesus told him a parable:

A man was on his way from Jericho to
Jerusalem when a band of robbers attacked
him. They took his clothes and all his
possessions, and beat him almost to death.
They then ran off, leaving the man wounded
and dying. X &
A pnest happened to be going down the same —

o road but when he saw the injured man_ he
3 walked by on the other side.
Next, a temple worker was walking along the
' same road and also saw the same man. He
carried on going without stopping, just as the
¥ priest had done.
A little later, a man from Samaria was
walking along the
road and came
across the man. When he saw him, he felt
sorry for him. He treated his wounds with
olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then
he put him con his own donkey and tock him
to an 1nn.
When they got to the inn, the Samaritan
gave the innkeeper two silver coins and said

to him, Please take care of this man. If you spend any more on him
than this, I will reimburse you when I return.’

Then Jesus turned to the expert of the
law and said, “Which of the three men
was a real neighbour to the man who
was beaten up by robbers?” The man
answered, “The one who showed pity.”
Jesus said, “Go and do the same!”




D The Prodigal Son

Jesus was talking with a group of people. He told them a parable:

Once a man had twe sons. The younger son said to his
father, ‘Give me my share of your properfy now instead
of warfing unfil your death. I want to go and make my
own life.” So the father dunded up his property between
his fwo sons and gave them each thewr share.

The younger son soon left home to go and hve as he
pleased. He went to a foreign country and wasted his
money on extravagant liwing. Soon he had spent all his
money and had nothing leff. To make matters worse, a
bad famine hit the land and he was left with nothing to
eat.

He deaded to go and work for a man who sent him fo go
and take care of his pigs. He would have been glad to
eat what the pigs were eating but no one gave him a
thing.

Fmally, he came to his senses. "My father’s workers
have plenty to eaf, and here I am starving to death! I
will go to my father and tell him that although I am no
longer worthy to be called his son, I unll offer fo work
for him as a servant.” So he started making his way

¥ back home.

As he neared his father’s house, his father saw him
approaching. He felt sorry for him and ran towards
him. When he reached his him, the father hugged and
kissed his son. ‘Father, I have sinned against God and against you. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.”

But his father said to his servants, "Hurry and
bning the best clothes and put them on him. Get a
ring for his finger and shoes for his feet. Get the
best calf and prepare it for a feast so we can
celebrate! This son was lost to me butf now he 1s
Sfound!’

Everyone had began to celebrate but the older
brother was cross. He said to his father, ‘For years
I have worked for you and ahvays obeyed you. But
you have never given me even a small goat so I could have a feast with my

Jrends. And now my brother comes home, hawving wasted all your money, and
you throw him a party. If isn't fair.’

His father rephed, ‘My son, you are always with me and everything I have is
yours. But we should be glad and celebrate! Your brother was dead but now
he 1s alive. He was lost but now is found.”




John the Baptist

During the rule of King Herod of Judeaq, there lived a priest called Zechariah and his wife Hizabeth.
They had both wished for a child but had never had any children of their own. Now they were old and
had lost hope of ever having a baby. Nonetheless, they were both
rightecus people and followed all of God's commandments.

One day, Zechariah was in the temple performing his duties
when an angel of the Lord appeared to him. When Zechariah saw
the angel. he was overcome with fear. “Don’t be afraid,” the angel
said. “Your prayers have been heard and your wife will have a
baby. She will give birth to a son and you will call him John. John will
prepare the way of the Lord and will lead people back to God."

“How can this be?” asked Zechariah. “Hizabeth is too old to
have children.”

But the angel said, "l am a messenger of God and these things
will happen. However, as you did not believe you will remain silent, unabl
to speak until the day these things happen.”

When Zechariah left the temple, he tried to tell the people cutside

| what had happened but he was unable to speak. They realised that he
must have had a vision in the temple. Just as the angel had said,
' | Elizabeth had a baby boy. Everyone rejoiced with them for finally having
= a child. They wanted them to name the baby Zechariah, after his father,
| but Elizabeth refused. "l shall name him John,” she said.
While Hizabeth was pregnant with John, a relative of hers called Mary
was also visited by the angel. Mary was told that she would have a baby even though she was not yet

married to Joseph. He would be a very special baby and his name would be Jesus. Jesus and John the
Baptist were born about six months apart.

John grew up to be a man of strong character. Instead of
serving in the temple like his father, he lived in the desert where
he wore clothes of camel hair with a leather belt around his
walist. He ate locusts and wild honey. His only wish was to help
people get ready for what was going to happen. To everyone he |
met, he said, "Change your heart and your minds! Here comes
the kingdom of heaven!" He wanted people to realise that Jesus
was soon coming and that they should be ready. He
encouraged people to turn away from doing bad things and
furn back to God.

John started baptising people in the River Jordan. He baptised
people who had turned away from their old ways and recognised that they had done wrong. Those
who wanted fo become right with God were washed clean by the baptism so they could start their
lives again. Some of the Pharisees didn't like what John was doing. “Are you the Messiah?” they asked.

“l'am not,” replied John.

“Then why do you baptise people?”

John answered, "l baptise with water. There is ocne coming who is greater than me. | am not worthy
fo even untie his sandals.”

. When Jesus was ready to start his public mission, he went to John at
the River Jordan. Lots of people were there listening to John talk.
| When Jesus reached the river, he asked John to baptise him. John
=== | didn't recognise Jesus. He baptised him as Jesus had asked and as
‘ he did so, he saw the Holy Spirit coming down from heaven like a

~ —= dove and resting on Jesus.

—_—— When John saw this, he knew that this man was the Messiah he
" had been waiting for. Over the next few days, he told his followers
pridl g_l who Jesus was. Some of the people who heard him started following

Jesus. These men became the first disciples of Jesus.




